

















In Parshat Yitro in the Book of Shemot,
Hashem tells Bnei Yisrael that He carried them out
of Egypt on the “wings of an eagle” (Shmot 19:4).

A question arises regarding the symbolism behind
this metaphor. Rashi explains that just like the eagle
carries its young on its back to protect them from
the danger of arrows, Hashem did the same for Bnei
Yisrael in Egypt. While this is a nice explanation

to the meaning it does not clarify as to what this
danger could potentially be. Although this pasuk

is not explicitly mentioned in the Haggadah, these
very ideas are alluded to in the Hallel.

In the Hallel section of the Haggadah we say
a prayer called Nishmat Kol Chai. In Nishmat Kol
Chai, we thank Hashem for our salvation.We use the
same symbolism of an eagle’s wings to describe our
joy: “Our lips as full of praise as the breadth of the
heavens, and our eyes as brilliant as the sun and the
moon, and our hands as outspread as eagles of the
sky and our feet as swift as hinds - we still could not
thank You sufficiently Hashem, our G-d...” Not only
does our outspread eagle’s wing represent freedom
but it is similar to God’s outstretched hand that took
us out of Egypt.

This idea can be tied in with the Hallelukah
part of Hallel. This particular Hallelukah is a song
of praise to God that discusses how he took us from
our low depths and how he brought us to great
heights.

What is this

low depth

that God is

bringing us

from? He

is bringing

us out of

our slave

mentality

and turning

us into the

free and

holy nation

that is going

to receive

the Torah.

God did not

merely take

us out of

our slavery,

but he

protected us

throughout the journey—both the physical and
spiritual journeys. The Rambam explains that
when Hashem brought us out of Egypt he tactfully
avoided wars in order that Bnei Yisrael would not
be scared and would slowly begin to form into a
brave and strong nation. Ultimately, God’s use of an
eagle’s wings ties in to how He took us out of Egypt.

Not only did this happen in our history but we
can see a modern example of a Jewish exodus “on
the wings of an eagle.” Between 1949 and 1950,
there was a secret operation known as Operation
on Wings of an Eagle that brought Jews from
Yemen to the
land of Israel.
In order to get
to Israel, the
Yemenites had
to travel on
an airplane,
a terrifying,
foreign vehicle
to them. But
when their
Rabbi quoted
to them the
aforementioned
pasuk from
Shemot they
were willing
to go on the
airplane. The
Yemenites were
taken from
their dangerous
homes to the
land of Israel.
Hashem does not simply rescue us from
danger but he does it in the best way possible. He
protects us throughout the journey and thereby
creates a holy and free nation.
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