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went into the city; and her mother-in-law saw
what she had gleaned: and she brought forth
and gave to her that which she had left after
she was sufficed. Her mother-in-law said to her,
“Where have you gleaned today? Where have
you worked? Blessed be he who noticed you.”
She showed her mother-in-law with whom she
had worked, and said, “The man’s name with
whom I worked today is Boaz.” Naomi said to
her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he of Hashem,
who has not left off his kindness to the living

Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My
daughter, shall I not seek rest for you, that it may
be well with you? Now isn’t Boaz our kinsman,
with whose maidens you were? Behold, he
winnows barley tonight in the threshing floor.
Therefore wash yourself, anoint yourself, get
dressed, and go down to the threshing floor,
but don't make yourself known to the man until
he has finished eating and drinking. It shall
be, when he lies down, that you shall mark the
place where he shall lie, and you shall go in, and
uncover his feet, and lay down; then he will tell
you what you shall do.” She said to her, “All
that you say I will do.” She went down to the
threshing floor, and did according to all that her
mother-in-law told her. When Boaz had eaten
and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went
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Chapter 3

and to the dead.” Naomi said to her, “The man is
a close relative to us, one of our near kinsmen.”
Ruth the Moabitess said, “Yes, he said to me,
“You shall stay close to my young men, until
they have ended all my harvest.”” Naomi said
to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my
daughter, that you go out with his maidens,
and that they not meet you in any other field.”
So she stayed close to the maidens of Boaz, to
glean to the end of barley harvest and of wheat
harvest; and she lived with her mother-in-law.

to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. She
came softly, uncovered his feet, and laid her
down. It happened at midnight, that the man
was startled and turned himself; and behold, a
woman lay at his feet. He said, “Who are you?”
She answered, “I am Ruth your handmaid.
Therefore spread your skirt over your handmaid;
for you are a near kinsman.” He said, “Blessed
are you by Hashem, my daughter. You have
shown more kindness in the latter end than at
the beginning, inasmuch as you didnt follow
young men, whether poor or rich. Now, my
daughter, don’t be afraid; I will do to you all
that you say; for all the city of my people does
know that you are a worthy woman. Now it is
true that I am a near kinsman; however there is
a kinsman nearer than I. Stay this night, and it
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shall be in the morning, that if he will perform
for you the part of a kinsman, well; let him do
the kinsman’s part. But if he will not do the part
of a kinsman for you, then will I do the part of
a kinsman for you, as Hashem lives. Lie down
until the morning.” She lay at his feet until the
morning. She rose up before one could discern
another. For he said, “Let it not be known that
the woman came to the threshing floor.” He
said, “Bring the mantle that is on you, and hold
it.” She held it; and he measured six [measures]
of barley, and laid it on her; and he went into
the city. When she came to her mother-in-law,
she said, “How did it go, my daughter?” She
told her all that the man had done to her. She
said, “He gave me these six [measures] of barley;
for he said, ‘Don’t go empty to your mother-
in-law.”” Then she said, “Sit still, my daughter,
until you know how the matter will fall; for the
man will not rest, until he has finished the thing

his day.”
this a8y Chapter 4

Now Boaz went up to the gate, and sat down
there. Behold, the near kinsman of whom Boaz
spoke came by; to whom he said, “Come over
here, friend, and sit down!” He turned aside,
and sat down. He took ten men of the elders
of the city, and said, “Sit down here.” They sat
down.

He said to the near kinsman, “Naomi, who
has come back out of the country of Moab,
is selling the parcel of land, which was our
brother Elimelech’s. I thought to disclose it to
you, saying, ‘Buy it before those who sit here,
and before the elders of my people.” If you will
redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not redeem
it, then tell me, that I may know. For there is
no one to redeem it besides you; and I am after
you.” He said, “I will redeem it.” Then Boaz
said, “On the day you buy the field from the
hand of Naomi, you must buy it also from Ruth
the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up
the name of the dead on his inheritance.” The
near kinsman said, “I can’t redeem it for myself,
lest I mar my own inheritance. Take my right
of redemption for yourself; for I can’t redeem
it.” Now this was [the custom] in former time
in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning
11

exchanging, to confirm all things: a man took
off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbor; and
this was the [way of] attestation in Israel. So the
near kinsman said to Boaz, “Buy it for yourself.”
He took off his shoe. Boaz said to the elders, and
to all the people, “You are witnesses this day,
that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and
all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, from the
hand of Naomi. Moreover Ruth the Moabitess,
the wife of Mahlon, I have purchased to be my
wife, to raise up the name of the dead on his
inheritance, that the name of the dead not be
cut off from among his brothers, and from the
gate of his place. You are witnesses this day.” All
the people who were in the gate, and the elders,
said, “We are witnesses. May Hashem make
the woman who has come into your house like
Rachel and like Leah, which two built the house
of Israel; and treat you worthily in Ephrathah,
and be famous in Bethlehem. Let your house
be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore
to Judah, of the seed which Hashem shall give
you of this young woman.” So Boaz took Ruth,
and she became his wife; and he went in to
her, and Hashem gave her conception, and she
bore a son. The women said to Naomi, “Blessed
be Hashem, who has not left you this day
without a near kinsman; and let his name be
famous in Israel. He shall be to you a restorer
of life, and sustain you in your old age, for your
daughter-in-law, who loves you, who is better
to you than seven sons, has borne him.” Naomi
took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and
became nurse to it. The women, her neighbors,
gave him a name, saying, “There is a son born
to Naomi;” and they named him Obed. He is
the father of Jesse, the father of David. Now
this is the history of the generations of Perez:
Perez became the father of Hezron, and Hezron
became the father of Ram, and Ram became the
father of Amminadab, and Amminadab became
the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon became
the father of Salmon, and Salmon became the
father of Boaz, and Boaz became the father of
Obed, and Obed became the father of Jesse, and
Jesse became the father of David.

Translation Source:
Sacred-Texts.com, World English Bible



Leaving
Rena Leiberman |

Something struck me when looking into the story of Ruth,
something I have never noticed before. There is a common, reoccurring
topic of ‘leaving’. Every character at some point leaves, whether it was
through choice or not. This I found very interesting as it applies to
many situations nowadays and in my own life too. Right from the start,
Elimelech moves his whole family from Bet Lechem at the time of the
famine. They left their people, community and complete comfort zone
to go to Moab on their own to survive. At least they had their family
together at that time - but the leaving gets worse. Next Naomi is left
widowed when Elimelech dies, leaving her and two sons Machlon and Chilion as orphans. Naomi has to be strong
and carry on for her family.

After mourning the death of their father, the two sons find Moabite wives. The two girls Ruth and Orpah have
to leave their own families, their culture, their religion and their people in order to join Naomi’s family. The two
sons then also die, leaving their mother Naomi and their wives, Ruth and Orpah.

Naomi has now lost her whole family; she is stuck in this foreign country and decides it’s time to return home.
Now finally Naomi is the one doing the leaving, by returning to her true home along with her daughter-in-law
Ruth, leaving Orpah behind. Ironically, the heroine of the story, Ruth, is praised for doing just the opposite - not
leaving Naomi. She uttered the famous words “Where you go, I go. Your people are my people.”

Leavmg is always a difficult decision; someone always loses out whichever direction is chosen. The subject of
leaving hits home while trying to put myself in Naomi’s shoes. As I make
my way towards Aliyah, leaving behind only some of my family, I begin
to appreciate how hard it was for all the players in the story. Orpah and
Ruth left their comfortable homes for an alien people. Naomi had to
leave all her community behind without knowing whether shed even
see them again. The wonderful Ruth had to persist with her decision
not to abandon Naomi, despite the hardship, because she knew it was
the right thing to do. These great people are an inspiration to us because
as someone famous once said “For a trivial goal every obstacle appears
great, for a great goal every obstacle is trivial.”

A Stubborn Yet Loyal Path
Anavah Glazer

There are three characters in this picture, Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah. Naomi, the center of |
the picture is in a state of loneliness and vulnerability. She very recently lost her husband, two
sons, and her fortune. She has nothing left. Nothing but her two widowed daughters-in-law,
Ruth and Orpah. However, she is willing to give them up too in order to follow their best
interest. Only the chessed she possesses could allow her to do such a selfless act.

Ruth is also selfless in her decision making. Ruth (to the left of Naomi) chose to stay loyally
with Naomi, (walking toward Naomi in the picture), while Orpah chose to return to her
native land (walking away from Naomi in the picture). Each was faced with making the same |
decision, yet chose conversely. So too we must all make decisions. But the question is, are you |
going to go with Ruth or Orpah? Follow the path that is
unknown or continue on in your safety zone? The easier
of the choices or perhaps the more difficult one? Would
you be able to be as loyal as Ruth in this case? Or be * -
the forgotten character like in Orpah’s? A decision can
change the course of one’s life. A choice that can leave
you wishing you could go back or one that makes you
want to keep moving forward.




A Change of Fashion
Sophie Edelman

Ruth is a figure of both juxtaposition and cohesiveness. She is a strong woman who
is scared and alone. Ruth has traveled along the side of so many. From the hands of her
sister, husband, mother-in-law, to a whole new nation - she is a true woman of valor.
My drawing is a representation of her journey from the Moabite tribe to the Judean
one. Ruth has switched nations, and thus has switched her outlook on life. The left side
of her wardrobe is a representation of the Moabite tribe she grew up in. From working
in the fields to being treated as a princess she has never truly had to care for herself. On
the right you can see Ruth in the type of clothing she would be wearing while traveling
with her mother-in-law on the way back to the Judean way of life. Ruth's name means
"once who quenches thirst". This is portrayed in the drawing by the buckets of water
that Ruth holds on either side. She is willing to give more and more on her right than
she is on her left, as she has moved onto a new part of her life journey.

A Heavy Weight
Yonina Sakols

What stood out the most to me in Megilat Ruth was when Ruth made the
decision to leave her family and country and follow Naomi. In my painting,
there are three things: The figure of Ruth, a door with a hand upon it, and
another door in the top right hand corner. The door on which Ruth's hand
is placed, represents the door she opened when she chose to follow Naomi. I
placed the door in the top right hand corner to represent the past that Ruth
is leaving behind for choosing Naomi. From the door, which Ruth's hand is
on, there is a light spilling out which lights up the floor and wall behind Ruth
but does not reach the door in the top right hand corner. The reason the light does
not reach the door is to show that Ruth made a very critical decision so critical that it
is irreversible, and the door being placed behind her also stresses that fact. Ruth's hand
on the door accentuates the pain, stuggle, and fear she went through to make the decision. Instead
of painting Ruth's dress, I chose to use material. The material accentuates even more so all Ruth's emotions
as a heavy weight on her body and mind until she made her final decision. Half of Ruth's face is behind the door
to show that even with such a heavy weight, Ruth was able to work through her emotions and not let the situation
overwhelm her.

It is hard to imagine how it felt to be going through something this hard and how the reader can relate to
Ruth's story. The reason I chose this specific event was because I did find a way to relate to the story. Currently, I
am going through a similar situation as Ruth did so long ago. She made a difficult decision to leave her family and
country and moved to Israel and b'h I will also leave my family and country to start a new life in Israel. I see her
fear, pain, and struggle and feel it too and I hope that I too will not let the situation overwhelm me and start a new
life successtully.

Decisions
Jennifer Morris

While studying the book of Ruth, I became fascinated with all of Ruth’s
positive and negative struggles and decisions. Before starting my painting, I
decided to go through the book of Ruth several times, while paying attention
to all the negative and positive words. By cutting and pasting all of the words
that described the difficult decisions that Ruth had to make throughout her
life, I tried to feel the happiness, turmoil and frustration that Ruth may have
felt herself. I then burnt holes into some of the words reflecting struggle. The
light shed through Ruth’s eyes, reflects that only through her choices, could
she have received her reward, her inheritance, and her future legacy.




Hands of Fait
Julia PackerS

In Megillat Ruth, we follow the story of a woman named Naomi
who faces one tragedy after the next. Her hardships began when)
she was forced to leave her home country because of a famine.|:
In her new land, she was a stranger and her sons married two
women that were not a part of their religion. Eventually, Naomi§
loses not only her husband but her two sons as well. Despite her,
misfortunes, she remains hopeful and strong. She does not force
her sorrows upon others, rather she begs that her two daughters-
in-law start a new life without her. Ruth refuses to leave Naomi’s
side and the two of them return to Naomi’s home land.

Throughout my reading of the megillah the imagery of hands was constantly evoked in my mind. Helping
hands, working hands, suffering hands and holding hands. I decided to incorporate the emotions held within
hands into my painting.

I have shown you three types of hands in my painting. The holding hands in the middle signify unity and
strength. The hands on the right signify pain and suffering. They are grasping and crawling for help. The pair of
hands on the left signify hope. One hand is reaching out to help and the other hand is open ready to accept it.
These different types of hands show the different stages that Naomi went through. Her struggles with the death of
her husband and children and her friendship and unity with Ruth.

The Path to Mashiach
Yael Katz

The name Ruth means, “to quench thirst.” Yet Ruth was driven by a
thirst. Even after her husband died, she wanted to remain with Naomi.
She said, “I won't leave you, wherever you will go, I will follow.” Though
she wasn’t Jewish, she still wanted to be with her mother-in-law. Ruth
had the choice of going back to her old lifestyle, but she chose a different
one, because she thirsted for something different. Because Ruth was so
persistent in following the path of her mother-in-law, not giving up even
when Naomi told her to leave, she ended up being able to quench Klal
Yisrael’s thirst by bringing to the birth of David and Mashiach.

Aviva Gomberg
Between the Lines
R ABTAE

M -

where we explored what was going on in the minds of |
the characters in Ruth. Ruth’s decision to follow Naomi !
and not turn back to Moav intrigued me, her sense of
unwavering certainty, her passion to stay with Naomi.
The text makes it hard to even realize that Ruth is at a e
crossroads in her life and in my drawing I wanted to
explore the hidden depth of Ruth’s decision. The text
portrays her decision as something black and white,
something easy; [ wanted to read between the lines and
ask the question: why? Where did this straightforward
decision come from? By questioning the actions of
Ruth I was able to uncover a strength that was hidden
behind her seemingly simple devotion to Naomi.
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